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Socio Economic

Women In Indian Economic Development
& Gender Parity

Dr. Meghali Bora
Head and Associate Professor, Department of Commerce

India is the world's largest democracy with a
population of 1.3 billion (130 crore) people.
Pertinently almost half of the population is made
up of women. Therefore it is quite natural that the
plight of Indian women will have a significant effect
on the country S socio- .

that in India women don’t
enjoy the same freedoms and
rights as men, invariably
results in discrimination in
the fields of education,
employment and resource
allocations amongst other
areas. This unfortunately =
deprives India of developing and ut|I|Z| ng the
potential of a substantial portion of its human
resources which, if properly harnessed and
channelized, can unleash a remarkable growth
trajectory.

According to the World Bank, from 1994 to
2012 India succeeded inraisng 133 million people
out of poverty. Even though this was no mean feat
the report states that India’s performance would
have been even better if agreater number of wormen
could have contributed to thework force. At present
women'’s contribution to the country’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) is only 18%. It is one of
thelowest in the world. Women comprise only 25%
of India’s labor force today. As such the Indian
economy has a great potential to improve gender
parity in the Asia-Pacific region.

It is noteworthy that only 27% of adult Indian
women have a job. In comparison 79% of adult
men hold jobs. The women also have a high rate of
dropping out from jobs. An estimated 20 million
women dropped out of the workforce in between
2005 to 2012. Thisisa consequence of the existing

social norms where family pressure, domestic
responsibilities or motherhood hamper a women’s
career prospects.

Another significant factor is that rapid
urbanization has not seen a corresponding growth
inwomen’semployment. This
is because urbanization has
not encouraged womentojoin
2 the labor force. One of the
main reasons that deter
women from working is
absence of adequate public
safety, secure and safe
transportation for commuting
to work and unbiased office

environment. Moreover due to such factors rural

women have not made a transition to the urban
labor force.

Indiaisranked at 120 out of 131 countries as
far as participation of women in the labor forceis
concerned. Disturbingly in India gender based
violenceisrated quitehigh. It isnecessary torealize
that it is not possible to have high growth rates if
half the population is not taking any part in the
economy. At 18% of GDP the contribution of Indian
women is less than half the global average. In
comparison Chinese women contribute 40% to the
country’s GDP.

However women form an integral part of
theagricultural workforceintherural areas. Right
fromtrangplanting, harvesting to threshing of crops
women play a crucial role. Over the past decade
rural women have also taken up entrepreneur ship.
A mini revolution has taken place through the
launch of Self Help Group schemes (SHGs). SHGs
have become the backbone of women’s
entrepreneurial endeavors. In many rural areas,
particularly in Assam, SHGs have madeit possible
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for women to supplement the family income with
cottage scaleenterpriseslike goat rearing, piggery,
small grocery outlets etc.

Further, women play a crucial role in the tea
gardens of the country. Thetea labor forceismade
up of sizable numbers of women. This is because
women rather than men possess the skill that is
requiredto pluck quality tealeavesor the two leaves
andabud. Thereforetheteaindustry isoneindustry
where women play a prominent role. But here too
they experiencegender biasastherearedisparities
in wages between men and women despite the
women'’s plucking skills.

Significantly, it is estimated that if the
participation of women in India’s economy rose to
about 50%, then the country’s GDP could easily go
up by 1.5% annually. Thereforeit isimportant that
thereshould begender parity inlndian society. This
will encourage more and more women to join the
labor force both in the urban as well as the rural
areas. Increased participation of women will
increase purchasing power of households. This
consequentlywill boost demand in the economy that
can impact trade, commerce and industry leading
to sustained growth.

In the last few years, the Government of India
has taken stepsto empower women. The Skill India
mission is an initiative that trains women with
relevant skills sought by employers. The training
programsaretailored to meet their need of security,
safety and keeping in mind their domestic duties as
well as responghbilities towards their family and
children. This also provides a placement serviceto
ensure that the trainees find suitable employment.
Notably it has been seen that women’s economic
empower ment plays a critical role in reduction of
poverty and malnutrition as women tend to spend
their incomeson their children, nutritiousfood and
improving theliving conditions of thefamily aswell
as the community.

AccordingtotheWorld Bank reports, inthe past
decadeor so45 million poor women have got access
to skills, market and business services. As a result
evidence showsthat these women experience better
food security, higher access to finance and higher
incomes that benefit their families and
communities. Some of these women have become

inspirations for other women thus encouraging
othersto become self-dependent and contribute to
the nation’s growth.

Whilesuch initiatives arewel come, more needs
to be doneto spread awareness about gender parity.
It is seen that despite success many women are
impeded due to family and social pressures.
Perceptionsabout marriage, household choresand
about working women will have to be changed.
Girls education, particularly in subjects like
technol ogy, medicine, Information Technol ogy etc.
needsto be encouraged. Thiswill changethe outlook
and existing mindset on girls education. At home
too, the concept that girlslike boysarealso capable
of becoming professionals in the future must be
accepted.

Employers must also support hiring women.
They must make the workplace safe for women and
the environment congenial for them to work in.
Employers need to ensure equal pay for men and
women doing similar work. The Private Sector has
totaketheinitiativein this. The government should
also revise outdated | egislations and introduce new
policies that ensure the participation of women
because they constitute 50% of the country’s
wor kforce. Planning shoul d be moregender focused
so that growth can be accel erated and the economy
experience sustained devel opment.

However there are indications that the
government’s programs for skill development,
subsidized loans for women entrepreneurs,
legislations on maternity leave and childcare
facilities for women employees have made a
difference. If implemented properly and sincerely
then these policies can remove hurdles and
encourage more and more women to join the
workforce. Success depends not only on the
government but on all stakeholders like the
corporate sector, public sector undertakings,
employers, bureaucrats and the public. But most
importantly women themselves will have to play a
key role in creating their space in the Indian
workforce.a
References:
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Unemployment

: A Social Hurdle

Ankur Dehingia (Ex Student)
M.A. 3rd Semester, Dept. of English
Tezpur University

Unemployment is a term referring to
individual who are employable and seeking a job
but are unable to find a job. Unemployment is a
rapidly growing social issue, plaguing thecitizens
of the country, acting as the root cause of
innumerable problems which further emphasizes
on the severity of the issue and the urgency to
ensure it is lowered and no longer acts as a
hindrance for the progress of the country and its
people. Unemployment has caused harm to a
society that are more than just financial.
Unemployed individual s not only lose income but
also face challenges to their physical and mental
health. It affects not just the unemployed person
but al so family membersand thewider community.
Theimpact of job lossin rural and regional areas
flows through the local community damaging
businesses as family expenditure is reduced.
Further damage to local communities may result
from people leaving in search of work.

While a worker is unemployed, that worker's

family incomefalls due to the lack
of earnings, and that loss of
income can affect the worker and
the worker's household. The loss
'\ of income can reduce the quantity
and quality of goods and services
the worker's family can purchase.
¥ Some areas which affects an

individual duetofinancial lossare
given:

Mental Health
Unemployment not only increases
the likelihood of disease, but can
greatly affect one's mental health,
leading to depression and
decreased self- esteem. In addition,
onecanalienatefamily and friendsor feel alienated
themselves which can result in lack of support in
one's life. The trauma of job loss is most intense
at the time it occurs, subsiding later and others
have pointed out that the stigma, social isolation
and material deprivations associated with
unemployment are likely to be greater over time.

Physical Health : When an individual |oses
his job, he is not only affected financially but
his stress can manifest physically aswell. These
physical manifestations may be mild to severe.
One might experience headache, muscle pain,
chest pain, sleep problems. Job loss also leads
to increases in cortisol, prolactin, growth
hormone, cholesterol, and decreased immune
reactions. These physical issues can result in
illness, which in turn creates a bigger need for
health care.

Due to unemployment, a society is also
affected. The impact of individual
unemployment on society is discussed below:
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Social tension : Due to job loss, an
individual suffers from economic crisis. He is
not ableto fulfil hisneeds, so he may indulgein
illegal and harmful activities. It increases the
crime rate which harms the environment of a
society.

A decrease in the demand : When people
become unemployed, there is a decrease in the
demand. People can't afford to buy goods and
services, so demand and supply fall. Thishinders
economic growth of the country.

Increasing dependence on working
population : Due to unemployment, thereis an
increase in dependence on working population.
Those who are unemployed must rely on those
who are employed for their survival. Therefore,
the employed people too can't contribute to the
increase in the demand for the goods and
services as they too can't afford them. This also
leads to family tensions.

Wastage of human capital : Unemployment
generates no resource, manpower gets
converted into a liability in spite of the asset.
Unemployment affects the overall growth of
development. It develops despair and
hopelessness among youth. It makes the
economy depressed.

Unemployment is a major concern in
India. It stands as a barrier in Indian economy.
Dueto massive unemployment, the GDP of India
has fallen. It became worst, during the
pandemic. National Statistical Office (NSO)
released a data where the Indian economy
shrank 23.9% in the second quarter of 2020,
much wor se than market forecasts of an 18.3%
drop. It is the biggest contraction on record, as
India imposed a coronavirus lockdown in late
March and extended it several times, halting most
economic activities. Sill, Indiaremainsthe second
worst-affected country in the world by the
pandemic. Construction (-50.3%), hotels and
transportation (-47%) and manufacturing (-
39.3%) recorded the biggest falls. Mining and

quarrying (-23.3%); finance, real estate and
business services (-5.3%); and utilities (-7%) also
declined while the farm sector grew 3.4%. on the
expenditure side, gross fixed capital formation
recorded the biggest decrease (-47.1%). Private
spending shrank 26.7%, exports went down
19.8% and imports sank 40.4%. In contrast,
government consumption jumped 16.4% as the
government implemented relief measuresto help
curb the impact of the pandemic.

Over 27 lakh youths in Assam will become
unemployed due to the economic conditions in
the aftermath of COVID-19 and the consequent
prolonged lockdown. This will result in the in-
crease of unemployment rate of the Sate to 16
to 27 per cent fromthe present rate eight per cent.
Consequently, the poverty rate may go up to
about 50 percent in the Sate.

Due to unemployment, the growth rate of the
Sate's economy shrank 1.3 to 5.2 percent in the
current fiscal year (2020- 2021). This suggests a
potential lossin the Growth Sate Domestic Prod-
uct (GSDP) worth Rs 3,219 to 12,877 crore at
2011- 12 prices. Thelossisequivalent to Rs4,442
to Rs 17,770 crore at the current prices, the SITA
(State Innovation & Transformation Aayog)
added.

The report further said that the Plantation
and Tea sector isestimated to incur losses worth
Rs 1,200 crore to Rs 1,500 crore with the
Smallholding sector accounting for Rs 500 to Rs
800 crore. Similarly, rubber plantation is esti-
mated to face a loss of Rs 6.5 crore.

Unemployment is a serious social and eco-
nomic issue that results in a tremendous impact
on everything but is often overlooked. Dueto this
problem, India is facing economic slowdown.
People don't have money to buy their essential
commodities. It creates an unstabl e society where
crimerate isincreasing day by day. The govern-
ment must try to fix this problem as soon as pos-
sible, otherwise, Indiawill facea more seriouseco-
nomic slondown.a
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Socio economic

Self Help Group (SHG)

AfrujaAhmed
B.A. 5th Sem., Dept. of Geography

A self help group (SHG) is a financial
intermediary committee usually composed of 10
to 20 local women or men between 18 to 40 years
age group. Most self help group are in India,
through SHGs can be found in other countries,
especially in South Asia and South-East Asia. SHG
is nothing but a group of people who are on dialy
wages, they forma group and fromthat group one
person collects the money and gives the money to
the person who is in need. Members also make
small regular savings contributions over a few
months until there is enough money in the group
to begin leading. Funds may then be lent back to
the membersor to the othersin the village for any
purpose. InIndia, many SHGsarelinked with banks
for the delivery of micro-credit.

Some of theadvantages of Financing through
HGs:-

1. An economically poor individual gains
strength as a part of a group.

2. Besides, financing through SHGs reduces
transaction costs for both lenders and borrowers.

3. While lenders have to handle only a triple

i

SHG account instead of a large number of small
sized individual accounts, borrowersaspart of an
SHG manageto travel (to and from a branch and
other place) for completing paper work and on
workdays in canvassing for loans.

4. Where sucessful, SHG have significantly
empowered poor people, epecially woman, inrural
areas.

5. SHGs have helped immensely in reducing
the influence of informal leadersin rural areas.

6. Many big corporate hours are also
promoting SHGs at many placein India.

7. SHGs help borrowers overcome the
problem of lack of collateral. Women can discuss
their problem and find solutionsfor it.

Theorigin of Self-Help group can betracedin
from Grameen Bank of Bangladesh, which was
funded by Mohamad Yunus. SHGs were started
and formed in 1975. In India NABARD (National
Bank for Agricultureand Rural Devel opment) was
initiated in 1986-87. The absence of ingtitutional
credits available in rural area has led to the
establishment of SHGs. U
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Journey of Indian Currency from 1947 to the Present

Shubham Varma
3rd Sem., Department of Commerce

The British first introduced the paper money in

the 19" century in the Indian subcontinent. In 1923,
a series carrying the portrait of George V was an
integral feature of all paper money issued in the
British India.

The government of India first introduced its
paper money in 1861. In 1864, it inaugurated 10
rupee notes, 5 rupee notes in 1872. 10.00 rupee
notesin 1899, 100 rupee notesin 1909, 1000 rupee
notes, 1k2 %2 rupee notes were introduced in 1917.

Reserve Bank of India in 1938 started the bank
note production. Theyissued 2, 5, 10, 50, 100, 1000
and 10,000 rupee notes. All the notes were carrying
the portrait of George VI. The central government
approved the new design of bank notes on the
recommendation of the central board of the RBI.

After independence new note were designed
with the image of icon of capital of Ashoka, the
national emblem which replaced the portrait of
George VI.

1949 : The first post independence note was
introduced in 1949. The 1 rupee note had theimage
of the capital of Ashoka at Saranath, which was
printed on the top right.

1954 : 10,000, 5,000 rupee notes were
introduced in 1938 but demonetized in 1946. Again
in 1954, RBI reissued 10,000, 5,000 and 1000
rupee notes which were again demonetized in 1978.

1959 : In 1959 a special issue of 10 rupees
notes and 100 rupee notes were introduced for the
Indian Haj Pilgrims. This advantaged the exchange
of money with the local currency in Saudi Arabia.

1969 : In 1969, the Mahatma Gandhi Birth
century commemor ative issue was released. It was
the only commemor ative note issued by the RBI.

1972 : 20 rupees note were issued.

1976: 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 & 100 rupee notes were
introduced.

1987 : 500 rupee notes were reintroduced on
234 October with the portrait of Mahatma Gandhi.

1992 : The new design of 10 rupee was
introduced.

M ahatma Gandhi Series

RBI issued the Mahatma Gandhi seriesin 1990.
Theseriesreplaced all bank notesissued before 1996.
This series have various security features including
lettering, intaglio print, florescent ink, optically
variable ink, watermark and see through register.

1996 : 10 and 100 rupee notes were issued
with the image of Mahatma Gandhi on the side.

1997 : 50 rupee notes were issued on 14"
Mar and 500 on 20" October.

2000 : RBI issued 5 & 20 rupee notes.

2016 : Narendra Modi demonetized 500 and
1000 rupee notes and introduced new 500 and
2000 rupee notes.

However, on 10" November, RBI announced
a new redesigned 50 and 100 rupee notes,
intended to replace all banknotes of previous
Mahatma Gandhi series. On August, 2017, 50
rupee notes and on july 2018 100 rupee notes
wereintroduced in India. Also the 10 & 20 rupee
notes were introduced on 2017 and 2019.0
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ISRO & SOME FACTS

Gaurab Deb
5" Sem, Dept. of Geology

With the recent launch of 104 Satellitesin a
single mission, the prestigious Indian Space
Research Orgainisation (ISRO) set aworld record
on February 15, 2017. With the launch of India’s
first satellite Aryabhata on April 19, 1975, India
had entered the
running marathon of
space exploration
thus building better
communication

system. 1
Apart from the
designing and

development of the
launch vehicles to
provide access t0 = #
gpace, | SRO has made tremendous progressin using
space based applications for socio-economic
developments. Asa part of itsmission, space based
applications are now being used in disaster
management, navigator, weather prediction,
governance and educational purposesin India.

Following are the some of the significant
achievements of ISRO: -

Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System
(IRNSS)

IRNSSis an independent regional navigation
satdllite systemdesigned by ISRO to provide service
like SPS (Sandard Position System) and RS
(Restricted Services). The NAVIC system is
expected to provide a positioning accuracy of
better than 20min the primary service area which
will begreat achievement in thefields of Terrestrial
Navigation, disaster management and defence
management.

Disaster Management Support (DMS):-

Fau|isre \
¢ SHAR SRIHARWMOTH.

DMS programme comprehensively addresses
various aspect of natural disaster in the country
using space based inputs. |SRO disseminates
relevant information in interactive, geo spatial
domain through various geoportals, for providing
better and accurate
data for such natural
calamities.

ISRO’s role in
analyzing thefloodsin
Assam and Manipur
in 2016.

When heavy
monsoon showers hit
the two N-E states,
: ISRO’s DMS mission
stepped into analyzing flood intensity and flow
date, which then became very useful for Disaster
Management Authority in analyzing some of the
aspects of this calamity.

Unlocking India’s Potential in Space
Sector: -

Over the last five decades, ISRO has been
successful in the development of Indigenous end
to end capability in space technology and space
activity and which hasled to the gronth of Indian
Industries. Involvement of Industries in space
activities created many new job opportunities
bringing about economic devel opment.

The Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO)’'s achievement al so inspires studentsto get
involved in space-related activities, to makefuture
bright, causing advancement in educational
sector. So, we must be proud to have such a
renowned space and research organization in our
own country.Qd
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GLOBAL POSI TIONING SYSTEM (GPS)

Neha Khan
BSC 5" Sem, Deptt. of Geology

The Global Positioning Systemis a satellite
based radio-navigation system. It is also known
as NAVSTAR GPS It was owned by the United
Sates Government and operated by the United
State space force. It is one of the Global
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) that provides
geo-location and time information to a GPS
receiver anywhere on or near the Earth. The g4
GPSdoes not require the user to transmit
date and it operatesindependently of
any telephonic or internet
reception. The GPS is very
useful in positioning
information. The
GPS provides
critical
positioning
capabilities to
military, civil and
commercial users
around the world. The
United States government created
the system, maintains it and makes it freely
accessible to anyone with a GPS receiver. The
GPS project was started by the US Department
of Defense in 1973. During the 1990’s, GPS
quality was degraded by the United Sates
government in a program called “ Selective

Availability” . This was discontinued on May 1,
2000.

The current GPS consist of three major
segments. Theseare the space segment, a control
segment and a user segment. The US Spaceforce

develops mai ntains and oper ates the space
and control segments. GPS
satellites broadcast
signals from
space and each
GPS receiver
uses these
signals to
calculate its three
dimensional location
(Latitude, Longitude and
altitude) and the current time.
The space segment (SS) in
composed of 24 to 32 satellites.
While originally a military project,
GPS is considered a dual use technology,
meaning that it has significant civilian
application as well. GPS has become a crudely
deployed and useful tool for commerce, scientific
uses, tracking and surveillance such as banking,
mobile phone operations and even the control of
power grids by allowing well synchronized hand
off switching.U
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Bulbul Can Sing and Arranged: As| found them

Bulbul Can Sing

Bulbul Can Sing directed by Rima Das deals
with themes of adolescence, moral policing and
quotidian villagelife. It delicately depictsthe inner
world of Bulbul and her friends, Bonny and Sumon.
Bulbul always aspiresto be asinger but her shyness
inhibitsher. The so-called mora vigilantismdisrupts
the great bonding that thetrio shares.

Thefilmproblematiseshow our society tendsto
see everythinginterms of binariesand setsstandards
of what is‘normal’ and what isnot. It also portrays
how thesocialisation of thisprocessstartsright from
the schooling years. That iswhy one can find that
Sumonisawaysbullied for his* girlish’ behaviour. The
samplicity of story-telling isone of the strong features
of themovie. RimaDas, thedirector, hasddiberately
kept the cinematography slow so that it syncswell
with the narrative. In one scene, Bulbul isshownto
be carrying areddish umbrellaasif it werea shield
againg dl thewoesthat sheisconfronting. At another
scene, Bulbul singswithout any hesitation sitting on
the bank of the river that never judges her and her
voice but just listensand flowsaway slently.

Another noticeable feature of the movieisthe
portraya of thefemale characterswho are shownto
be more empathetic and nurturing. Probably thishas
gprung fromthe director’sbelief that woman tendsto
seetheworldin adifferent way. That iswhy Bulbul
finds solaceinthe comforting words of her mother or
Bonny’s mother or for that matter Sumon finds an
understanding friend in Bulbul. The last sceneisso
soothing and has given the movieanew dimension.

As most of the performers of the movie are
amateur artists, someloopholescan befound inther
acting. Whilecriticismhascomefromsome quarters

Yuvara Gogoi
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science

that thereisadigunctureinthe narrative of themovie,
let us watch Bulbul can Sng the way it has been
presented. With all itspitfalls, it isstill agood movie
that everyoneshould watch.

Arranged

Arranged isasweet short web filmdirected by
Samujjal Kashyap. Unlike Bulbul Can Sing, thisfilm
hasasimple storyline. Thefilm portraysthe ordeal
introverted people face in the inter-personal
communications of their quotidianlife. It dealswith
some funny incidents of the conjugal life of an odd
newlywed couple. It seemsthat sometimes something
strikestheright chord between two persons having
completely different persondity traitsand they find a
soul-mate in one another. Lima Daswho playsthe
role of Jurimawith her effortless acting haswonthe
hearts of the audience again in this film. But the
performance of Ranjib La Baruah (who playstherole
of Jayanta) isso impeccableinthe moviethat he has
succeeded in compelling the audienceto burst into
laughter by reading out hisweird old love letter to
where he mentions that histests for kidney stones
turned out to be negative. Basically, hisletter isan
example of how the shy introverts struggle to find
topics to talk with someone they care. Harsh
Siddhant’srole (Chaudhury) inthefilmasanarrator
and apaying guest isadso commendable. Hemaintains
aclear distancefromthe story by playing therole of
an observer and yet isan active participant init inthe
sense that he helps the protagonist in pushing the
narrative forward. The movie has a happy ending
where the audience findsthe odd couple becoming
comfortablewitheach other and engaginginnostalgic
conversations. O
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The Last Night Drive

Hironmoy Goswami
5th Sem., Dept. of English

It was half past twelve and the moon was
glowing behind the dark clouds. | was returning
from my office at Svasagar, where | work as a
clerk. The road was full of silence, only a few
people passed by on bicycle, may bethey werealso
returning to their respective homes. | wasdriving
towards my home. Oh! by theway, | live in Jorhat
in the main town. It was the month of December.
The road was covered with a blanket of mist. |
could hardly see far ahead of the road. After
crossing Gaurisagar and the Mitong bridge,
something unusual occured, which had never
happened with me before. | saw a girl in a bihu
attirewaving her hand to stop. | didn’'t know what
led me to stop my car and | asked her ‘What
happened miss?’ She replied that she came there
for a bihu performance and she was now left by
her team. Not a single thought had struck my mind
that nobody would come for a bihu performance
in this off season and | hadn’t noticed any sign of
bihu function near by in that area.

| called her inside my car, a kind of pity arose
inside me after seeing her in such a condition. We
had a small talk. | never thought of robbery or
that sort of thing. | asked her name, she replied,
‘Priya’. She behaved very unnaturally everytime
| crossed any other vehicle and she got shocked
and she even used to get jerked up. | asked her

where to drop her, she told me near Amguri. She
did not talk too much. | noticed some scars on
her face. When we reached near Amguri, shetold
me to stop. | did not recognize the area asit was
dark and foggy but it was a forest area and | did
not notice any human habitation there. | asked
her where was her house, she said nothing and
got out of my car and | started to drive again.
When | looked at my back view mirror | did not
see her, where she had disappeared so quickly. It
seemed unusual. It was half past onein my watch.
| drove asfast as | could towards my home.

Next day was Sunday. | called one of my
colleagues and narrated him all that had
happened with me the previous night. The reply
which | heard from him had stunned me. He told
me that the same thing happened with his cousin
last year. What he told further even shocked me
from inside out. He said that few years back a
bihu team had an accident. Out of fifteen
members, a girl was found spot dead. The word
of mouth says that from that day onwards
travellers used to see a girl standing near that
road who often asked for lift. After hearing this|
was totally knocked out and my body became as
cold asice. | never thought | would give lift to a
ghost or whatever it was! And from that day
onwards | never worked late. O
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Fight againgt rape culture

Rutuja Deori
2"4 Sem, Dept. of English

India,

Wherethefestival of Durga Pujais celebrated
for 9 daysinayear. Inthat very country, remaining
365 days or maybe more than that the female
gender ismolested, harassed, assaulted, raped and
even killed anytime and anywhere.

Heartbreakingisn't it?

WA herel go, let'smeet “ Chaaya” , who gives
areal meaningto her name by creating her shadow
inour hearts.

She was like a tender sprout among the
yellowing leaves. Her smiles were turning into
gigglesand laughter.

And so was her glittering eyes adding always
more charmto her admiring face.

Shewanted to fly up abovethe sky and wanted
to bestow all the joy and happiness to this world.

Shejust loved to travel and always learn new
things. And she had that zeal in “her” to do
something big.

But along with that, her another dream was
to live in this heavenly nature with the unknown
woods and trees and enjoy nature.

But,

One day, that sneet little girl who wanted to
chase her dreams, was targetted,

and chased by some humans in the form of
jackals.

And suddenly within few minutes,

That little one's life was turned upside down.

Snatching her happiness in seconds,

Those demons, emotionally

Converted her innocent smilesinto our ocean
of tears.

Instead of seeking smiles,

Shewastrying to somehow hide her tearsand
scars, NoOw.

She wanted to cry!

5IToie QIR SNEIbAT R035-30



She wanted to scream!

She just wanted to stop those cruel monsters
to tear her soul apart.

But, inspite of all these,

Shedidn’t give up at all.

Shewasn't that “ |et bygonesbebygones’ type.

She stood up,

And became determined to not let the accusers
move freely outside.

She fought back,

Filed a casel

And even won it by putting the criminals
behind the bar.

In front of her determination,

Their tricks of escaping failed.

In front of her dignity,

Those monsters were put into the jail.

Justice was served.

But even after this, she was concerned.

Concerned because-

‘In India, in every 30 minutes, a girl gets
raped’.

And the worst part is-

Thousands of cases are not even filed, a
complaint not made and many were forced not
to do so while, a few meek ones attempted
suicides.

But, she was not like others,

Shefulfilled her dream

By doing something really big.

Because,

She became their ‘voice’

To fight against the Rape Culture.

And all that she yearnstoday is our support.

WII you support Chaayain thislong racefor
breaking barriers, stereotypesand makethisindia
clean and green, most importantly fromthe heart
and the soul ?

Because,

Againit’'s heartbreaking but sadly thiscrime
has become a habitual actionin India.

#Rape_Cases in_India.

(fight for it and stand against it).a
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« Rutuja Deori
3rd semester, Dept. of English

According to me, the new education policy, 2020 ismidleading. It doesn’t have anything ‘ new
to term it as NEP, that too in the 21st century. By introducing the language barrier among the
private and government schools of India, it has widened the gap between rich and poor more by
excluding the opportunity of learning the global language, English from primary level of the
government school preferablytill grade 8. Apart fromthis, the most required and sensitive issue of
LGBT (leshian, gay, bisexual & transgender) isnot included in the new policy. The most prominent
chapters of secularism and sex education are missing and what little bit was there in the earlier
National Education Policy has also been removed. It is very essential to understand that people
don’t come to know about ‘ sex’ naturally but it is very much important to properly learn about it.
The areas covered under sex education includes gender identity, gender sensitivity, contraception,
sexually transmitted diseases, sexual problems, a healthy way of sexual expression, consent and
awareness about sexual abuse which was the most significant matter of concern in the NEP, 2020
has sadly not been included in ‘ The updated new education policy, 2020’.
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A Sojourn to Royal Rajasthan

Angkrita Chetia
B.A. 6th Sem., English Dept.

Rajasthan, the ‘land of fairy tales’
bestowed with the haunting air of romance with
the abode of Kings, isone of themost exotic locales
for touristsall over theworld. Theland of legends
charms every soul with its magnificent history,
monuments, colourful culture etc. My journey to
this ‘charismatic
land’ began with a
government financed
trip ‘Ek Bharat
Shrestha Bharat’
scheme where the
highest scorer of
some of the listed
departmentsfromour
glorious Gargaon
College were
enlisted. Two of our
professors Anil Tanti
Sr and Pragya Jyoti
Baruah ma’ am
excuted a beautiful
seven days trip to
Rajasthan covering
two of the important
cities of the statei.e.
Jaipur and Ajmer.

We took the Intercity Express from
Smaluguri Junction on 17th of January 2020
alongwith nine of my fellow mates guided by Anil
Sr, Pragya ma’am, Franjit Dihingia Sr, Gautam
Sr and Aneshwa the super kid of Pragya ma’am.
On the very next day we reached Guwahati and
boarded the Bikaner Express for the enchanting
Pink City. After two days of our heart-pleasing
journey, we entered the ‘Pink City’ of India at 4
a.m. on January 2020. After having our breakfast
at the Royal ‘Hotel Arco Palace’ my dream of
exploring the charismatic city was gradually

transmogrified into reality.

So far as the first day was concerned, we
started our sightseeing plan and headed to the
‘City Palace’ built by Raja Sawai Jai Snghll. City
palaceisgtill aroyal resdencewith part of itsarea
open for the general public while other parts are
privately occupied.
Therearethreeentrance
gatesfor the City Palace
which are beautifully
¢ built. MubarakMahal, a
" museumdisplaystextiles
‘| and other belongings of
the royal family.
Chandra Niwas is
s probably the biggest
{ structure present in the
—» City Palace. Diwan-i-
:..¢ Aamand Diwan-E-Khas

=. are chambers richly
decorated with the
. ceiling painted in rich
red and golden colours.
Our next
destination was Jantar
Mantar which is at
walking distance from
City Palace. A 19th century monument built by
Raja Sawai Jai Singh it has various structures
holding astronomical significance. Chakra Yantra
shows the position of the Sun and time, Dakshin
Bhitti Yantra shows the calculation module of
celestial bodies. We also beholded the * Palace of
Winds', the Hawa Mahal.

After having our lunch tasting the most
famous ‘Rajasthani Thali’ we visited the Amer
Fort, a giant monument built along the Aravalli
Hills. Amer Fort built by Raja Man Singh
cong sting of Diwan-i-Aam, Diwan-i-Khas, Sheesh
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Mahal, a temple etc. is one of the most popular
tourist attractions of Jaipur drawing millions of
people. After winding up our stroll at Amer Fort,
we visited Jal Mahal on our way to the hotel. It
was built in Man Sagar Lake but entry is
prohibited. Attiring myself in Rajasthani
traditional dresswasa fanciful eagerness of mine
which wasfulfilled here. After Jal Mahal, wedrove
to Birla Mandir and shopped at alocal bazar and
finally our first day trip ended with great
happiness.

Our next day started with a visit to Ajmer
situated about 135 km, south-west of Jaipur. e
visited the Dargah Sharief or tomb of the Sufi saint
Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti thronged by thousands
and thousands of devotees. Ajmer isalso the base
for visiting Pushkar (11 km), the abode of Lord
Brahma, lying to its west, with a Brahma temple
and a picturesgque lake. Having the only Brahma
Templeinthe world, Hindus consider a journey
to Pushkar a must to attain salvation.

The most exciting part of our journey
began at the desert of Pushkar where we

|

enjoyed Camel Safari, danced with the
Banjaras, rodein horses etc. After coming back
to ‘Arco Palace’ at late 9’ the whole air of our
hotel was ushered with the fragrance of * Bihu’
where all my fellow mates and our professors
danced with great enthusiasm and glee.

On 22nd January, with heavy hearts,
we all were bidding adieu to the * Pink City’,
where everything seems to be breathtakingly
beautiful, impressive and fascinating. Be it
the magnificent latticed havelis, ornate
places or intricately carved temples, each
part of this incredible state narrates spell
binding tales of Rajput valour and chivalry,
grandeur of its erstwhile rulers and royal
extravaganza. The amazing weather, fresh
air, good food, and the company of friends
and teachers will be memorable for a
lifetime. It was amazing exploring the luxury
and heritage of Jaipur and Ajmer, a
bewildering experience that tempts me to
head back to both the magnificient places
again! Q
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A Truly Asian Lifein a Truly Asian Country

DipimaBuragohain, Phd
Ex Student

It was in the advent of winter in 2015 when |
got a job offer as an academician from a public
universityinMalaysa. | had visited that beautiful
country only two months before | playfully decided
to apply for an
academic job
and seriously
ended up taking
it. In the
beginning of
December of
2015, Malaysia
welcomed me

warmly to their
wonderful
culture, people,
places and a
colourful life.
That wastheend
of winter for me, although temporarily, till 2019.
Because | wasgoingtoliveinacountry nestledin
summer throughout the year.

The state | was posted in was the smallest in
Malaysia - Perlisasthey nameit. It isSituated at
the bordering region of Malaysia and Thailand. A
state that was once ruled by the Sukho Thais and
has remarkable Thai influence in its cultural
practices, food habitsand their everyday lifestyle.
Aland of green and ydlow paddy fields, lush green
mountains all over the state and a beach that
ferries people to the island of Langkawi, one of
the most popular tourist destinations of Malaysia
particularly for Indians. The best part was| could
go to Langkawi on weekends, whenever | felt like,
whichwas hardly a ferry ride of 45 minutes. More
than anything else, the state is next to a safe
paradise for womenwhere | could drive anywhere
anytime without anyone accompanying me or
thinking of getting myself into any trouble with

e e

I TE RN

solo driving. Perlisis mainly a Muslim-popul ated
state (the whole country is in a way) with a few
houses of native Chinese and Tamils who were
brought there by the British during the colonised
era. Knownto be
a conservative
state, | have
never felt the
boundariesin my
stay of four
years. | have
known there
some of the most
welcoming and
' warm-hearted
L people who
.= made me fedl at
8 home. Perliswas
indeed my home
for four years. Whiledriving through the highways
and alleys amidst mountains, trees, hillocks and
paddy fields, | honestly used to feel like | was
somewhere in Assam. Yes, it always reminded me
of my homeland. The ssimilarity was uncanny - be
it the weekly farmers markets ladden with a
variety of fish (both freshwater and sea), meat,
seafood and of course a wide array of herbs and
vegetables which you can easily find in our
Assamese weekly haats. My favourite buy used to
be dragon fruits, rambutans and mangosteens that
| would take as breakfast almost every single day.
And crabs of different shapes and sizes which |
would usually cook for dinner along with squids.
Those markets are heaven for a foodie like me.
They have a vibe that connected me to people,
places and cultural habits of that country.
Theroadsand alleysin Perlisare crystal clear.
Yes, you readit right, crystal clear. Eventhetiniest
and most rural locality iswell-connected through
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well-constructed roads, thus making it easier for
two and four-wheelers to commute. There was
never a road rage on the major and busier roads
that | came across during my stay. People over
there are peace lovers, quiet yet warm, friendly
and cooperativein nature. There isno honking on
theroads no matter how busy thehour is. Everyone
follows traffic rules, hence there is no need for
traffic policeto patrol or control the roads. When
| visit restaurants, there are queuesif needed. Itis
the habit of Perlisfolks to stand in queue without
any hassle or noise. The busiest restaurants are
silent at their busiest hours as eaters conduct
themselves quiteresponsibly. Thereisno chaos at
all, at least | have never witnessed any. People,

even strangers, greet you with a smile everywhere
you go. Their eyes are humble and their smile
gentle.

The simplicity of Perlisis evident everywhere
in the state. Its natives are so down to earth and
smple. Social gatheringslike weddingsare usually
solemnised with much fun and frolic, but you will
hardly hear any noise. Thereis no hype over how
you dress up to such functions as everyone goes
there in their usual attire. This is true for all
including the humblest and most affluent families.
They do not show off at all. Usually, weddingsare
solemnised on weekends at the convenience of

guests and the host. There is hardly any banquet
hall functionas peoplehogt it at home. Itisasmple
family affair in the neighbourhood.

My weekends were always full of friends, fun
and something newto learn. Being the only native
Indian there, my close-knit friend circle(s) consisted
of locals - mostly Malay - and a group of PhD
scholars from Pakistan. The latter were more like
family. Being with them made me realise how we
areindeed smilar like Samese twinsin more than
many ways. That bond is beyond geographical
differences, politics, religion, cultureand thelikes
one can poss bly and stereotypically think of. Same
goesfor the Malays. There was something stronger,
closer and more solid that bound ustogether. There
is something that makes any
mind think, reflect, learn,
embrace and progress together
with others. | conveniently call
it love, the universal
brotherhood/sisterhood,
harmony and peace.

This is something that
keeps me going places,
discovering newlessonstolearn
= and implementing in life. This

= quest for always learning

== something new has made me
travel places, work and live there. It has taken me
to Germany to work amidst the cool programmers
of instructionally designed courseware and then
to Malaysia to teach Engineering students amd
supervise research scholars. | amsureit will take
me to many other placesin future as well. This
congtant habit and practice of learning newthings,
living in new places, meeting and knowing new
people and mindsgives me abundant opportunities
to know and discover my own self. After all, what
is life but knowing newer heights, walking newer
paths and experiencing the constant journey of
self-discovery. Q
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Our kind of Eid :

A festival of not only embracing each other but of embracing hearts
(an experience)

Rutuja Deori
B.A. 3" Sem, Dept. of English

| wanted to share this incident because we
really came acrosswith an angel or we can say a
real human on that day.

Asweall knowthat Eidisa festival, full of all
the hustle-bustle and it's meant to be a great
celebration for all the Mudimsout there. But, along
with that we often see, peoplebelonging to different
castes and religions discriminating each other on
the basis of caste, creed, religion and so on, isn't
it?

So, it was on 5™ June, 2019, the occasion of
Eid’'s evening, when me and my cousin sister were
returning from the market on a scooty and while
trying to take a u-turn, a mini truck driver hit us
on the highway. He bumped on us from the rear
side, while we were about to or almost overtake

him on the road. And there, we met with an
accident. e two were lying on the middle of the
road and the driver tried thetrick of ‘hit and run’
for escaping fromthe situation. Rest of the public
was just staring at us by shouting and making a
crowd there and not offering any help. My cousin
Sister got panicked. She was crying, got injured
and was facing difficulty in standing up.

Then, there came thisman whom| called angel
with histraditional Idamic‘ Topi’, whowasdriving
acar right behind our scooty, watching completely
the whole incident and quickly offered us his
helping hand. He even urged other people to help
us and directly took us to the hospital, did our
treatment like his own daughters, rebuked the
driver pointing out his mistake and drove us back

5IToie QIR SNEIbAT R035-30



safely to our hometoo. Maybe, the almighty, Allah
had sent his help for usin the form of that uncle
as his messenger that day.

It was then, that we realized humanity is still
alive in our society that humanity is way bigger
than any religion.

May the almighty shower all his aid and
blessings upon him and hisfamily. For God'sand
his sake, our injuries were not so major and we
reached home quite late but safely that day.

He actually cameto buy someingredientsfrom
market to cook dinner for the celebration of Eid
with his family. But instead, he spend his festival
and family timeto carefor our misery. If hewanted,
he could ignoreus, our situation and leave us (like
others) but he didn't.

And that’swhat, | realized, that day this society
requires and needsthe most. Peopl e need to speak
for thetruth, to facetheir doings, to stand against
injustice, to help othersin need and to break all
the stereotypes.

yourself.

We and our parents heartily thanked Ahmed
unclefor all of hiseffortsand help. After stepping
out from his car, we thanked him again and again
and waved him goodbye.

Thiswas our kind of Eid celebration where at
the end of the day, all our tears flew away by the
aid of just a single person. Watching the crescent
moon in the dark sky and giving support to my
sister, we felt a different vibe of positivity and
happinessin our hearts.

| called Ahmed uncle and spoke the words
which directly came out from my heart: “ Thank
you unclefor all your help and precioustime. Eid
Mubarak. May Allah always bless you and your
family".

S, likethisinasingleday and in ashort span
of time, welearned so many lessonsand realized a
number of new things. Among which, the topmost
was the celebration of the festival of Eid without
having Biryani but by embracing hearts and not
just holding each other's arms.a

~ Swami Vivekananda
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Gargaon College:
An Evergreen Reminiscence

Angkrita Chetia
B.A. 6th Sem., Dept. of English

‘Oftin the stilly night,

Ere Slumber’s chain has bound me,
Fond memory brings the light,

Of other days around me.’ - Thomas
Moore

Time flies on wings. Three years at my
glorious Gargaon College had passed so quickly
that | was compelled to forsake my college for
good. But in this context | would like to say that,

Goodbyes are not forever,
Goodbyes are not the end.
They ssimply mean ‘I’ [| missyou
Until we meet again!

As an alumni from Gargaon College, |
would like to express my utmost respect and
gratitude to thewhol e collegefamily. Firstly, | am
thankful to my parents to enrol me in this
wonderful college. | got the best mentors, amazng
friends and juniors. | apparently think that God
indeed had pre-ordained a sacred plan for mefor |
was lucky to nurture my raw brain under the

felicitous guidance of able and skilful teachers.

My threeyear experienceat my collegewas
a blend of roses and thorns. But whatever
circumstance may be, the encouragement of my
teachers had never let the radiance of my hopes
get dimmed.

My college is one of the best placesin the
world. The relation among the ‘ Exotic Paradise’
family is inexplicable. Punching and gigglings,
fighting and pinching remains constant enterprise
with pals. Sharing tiffins with bossom friends,
eating goosebrries, guava, olive from'* Brindabon’
gives unmeasurable bliss. The lessons of the
teachers that went beyond the four walls of a
classroomwasinestimable.

Apparently, my collegeisthe most valuable
treasure that | had possessed from the Almighty.
Let my college grow big and always shine with
flying colours.

Wishing my alma mater greater glory.

\Vive la Gargaon College! O
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|t's okay to not have friends

Kistina Neog
BSc. 3 Sem, Dept. of Zoology

*ha K
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People say that friends are the bonds of love and happiness. A friend is a trustworthy companion
who cherishes special momentsand memoriesof life. It isa very preciousrelationship in the emotional
life of every human being. ‘ Friend’ isthat person who under stands us more than ourselves. The steady
affection of a friend isa great support in one'slife.

Okay, now let’'s cometo the point. When we turn back to ook at our past which was full of upsand
downs, we realize that not every person in our lifeis known for the word ‘ FRIEND'.

W& meet lots and lots of people in our daily life with whom we can share the good and bad of our
own story ‘in brief’.

But can we count the number of people to whom we have explained our story in every detail? One,
two or three??

With the passing of time, we realize that not every person is worthy of knowing our story. Every
person understands our feelings. They may even give wholesome suggestions and advice. But boom!
They soon turn out to be imposters.

They give suggestion and advice, but at the same time they laugh by seeing our situations and
crack our storiesin front of otherswhich they turnto a joke. The selfishnessiswhen* Afriend in need,
isafriend indeed” , in an opposite manner.

Therefore, one should be very careful when choosing and opening up to their friends. Snce that
person may turn into either a boon or a curse to them. Thisislife, thisishow it goeson.Q
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We only die once, we live everyday

Supriya Sahani
BSc. 5" Sem, Dept. of Zoology

Lifeisbeautiful, but not always. It has lots of
problems that we face every day. Don't worry
though! All these problems make usstrong. It gives
us the courage to stand in future. Life is full of
moments of joy, pleasure, success and comfort
punctuated by misery, defeat, failures and
problems. There is no human on earth strong,

-

because we tend to think that the other one would
have been more appropriate and beautiful for us.

Lifeis the place where people treat everyone
differently, racismexistsaswell asbullying. People
tend to say bad stuff behind people's back. There
are millions of people using horrible phrases to
call people, people abuse others every day.

powerful, wise or rich, who has not experienced
struggle, suffering and failure. We have to work
hard to reach our desired positions. Lifeisfull of
paths, we just haveto choosetheright one. Lifeis
interesting and amazng like the stars up in the
sky.

No doubt, life is beautiful and full of
celebrations. However we should always be ready
to faceadversity and challenges. Therearedifficult
situationsin life aswell, where we have to choose
one answer out of thetwo. Itisat that point where
we get hurt, not because of 10sing one of those but

Lifeisnot that bad in my view, sometimes, all
| want to doistosit aloneand brood over a hundred
guestions.

Am | ugly as the people say?

Why don't | have any friends?

Why istheworld so hard to livein?

Howdo | ook like in other peopl€e's eyes?

Why don't | have same colour of the skin as
everyone else?

How can | make others happy?

The questions doesn’'t stop. | ask those
guestionsover and over again to myself and when
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| don’t get any answer | just want to scream out
loud. But thinking deeply and expressing myself in
this small piece of paper I've found my answer,
“Weonly dieonceweliveeveryday” . For it means
that destiny has already decided what is going to
happen with us. All we haveto doislivelifeto its
fullest. Life is too short to get stuck in these
guestions which are meant only to depress us.
Every individual in this world is beautiful in a
unique way. Everything is beautiful.

Always remember that rumors are spread by
haters, carried by fools and accepted by idiots. It
is not always important to treat people the way
they treat you. Be strong and face these people.
You can’'t always please each and everyone. It's
not important that each one of us should have
thousands of followers on instagram who will
remember us and share good word to others. But
at least what we can doiswe can make somefriends
and help themto rearrangetheir livesin a proper
manner. Inthisway, you might not become popular
with thousands but you' [I be remembered by those
few people. You'll always have support. Not
everyonegetsto liveand those who do are so lucky!

Peopledie, life changes, people come and go
but you’ ve to accept that you have to go with it
however much it hurts. Ve miss people who were

a part of our life, that's the way they remind us
that they still existin our lives. People say “ forget
the padt, live in present and have the future for
tomorrow” and | think that is true, but | cannot
forget my past; it hasall those beautiful moments
which mean the world to mee. Moving on is the
hardest thing but just try try again. Don't give up
or lose hope on anything.

“Live your life however you want.

Havefun!

Dance as much as you want!

Take risks and trust yourself.

Dream as much as you like and make it true!
We die only once. We live everyday. So make the
most of it".

Fromthis, I’ velearned alot. | started to enjoy
life instead of listening to sad songs and sitting
alone. Happiness came into my life but there is
sadness as well. Everyday | used to dress in dull
cloths. Now | love colour. | used to hate going out
of my house but trust me all these sounds outside
our homes are more attractive than the sad songs.
Cheerful music iswhat | listen to now, sometimes
sad aswell. All thingsinlife dependson your mood
and the situation.

Because lifeisall about ups and downs. Isn't
it?Q

47,

"Ups and downs in lifeare
very importanttokeep us

going. because a straightline
even in an ECG means we
are not alive.”

Ratan Tata
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Research Paper

L exical Variation and Dialect Continuum
In Assamese L anguage

Plabita Phukon
Ex Student

The term linguistic variation or ssmply
variation refers to regional, social, or
contextual differences in the ways that a
particular language is used. The linguistic
variables are those where the meaning remain
constant but form varies like 'cat' and 'pussy"
have the same social meaning but different
forms.

Assamese is an Indo-Aryan language
spoken mainly in the northeast Indian state of
Assam. Thelanguage has quite afew regional
varieties. BanikantaK akati identified two broad
dialects which he named (1) Eastern and (2)
Western dialects.

However, recent linguistic studieshave

identified four diaect groupslisted below from
east to west.

I. Eastern group in and around Sivasagar
district, i.e. theregionsof theformer undivided
Svasagar didtrict, areasof present day Golaghdt,
Jorhat and Sivasagar. Standard Assamese is
based on the Eastern group.

Ii. Central group spoken in Nagaon,
Sonitpur, Morigaon districts and adjoining
aress.

lii. Kamrupi group in the Kamrup region
(Barpeta, Nalbariya, Polasbaria)

Iv. Goalporia group in the Goalpara
region (Ghulliya, Jnaruwa, Caruwa)

3
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All thesedidectshavedifferent wordsfor thesame
thing. Lexical variability is so much commonin the
dialects of Assameselanguage.

In Leena Dihingia, Dimple Choudhury and
Priyankoo Sarmah'sarticle"A Sociolinguistic Study
of Lexicd VariaioninAssamese", they discussbroadly
about the different lexical variations in Assamese

case of somewords. A dialect continuumisaspread
of language varietiesspoken across somegeographica
areasuchthat neighbouring varietiesdiffer only dightly,
but the differences accumulate over distance so that
widely separated varieties may not be mutualy
intelligible.

It must be noted that the speakers of upper

e

Western dialect

Touch meno
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Lot w08 e
"

language.

Lexica variationisvery common in Assamese
language. For example, the word for 'children’ in
Sivasagar district is"lora-suwali”, in Sualkuchi, it is
"goli-poli" andin Godpara, it will be"sawd'. Banikanta
Kakati gave someexamplesof Lexicd variations. They
areasfollows:

So, variationinlexica termsareobserved among
Assamese speakersin different districts. However,
sometimes dialect continuum may not beobserved in

Assamese language will have no issues in
understanding the Assamese language adjacent to
them i.e. the centra Assamese dialect spoken in
Nagaon, Sonitpur, Marigaon districtsand adjoining
areas. Althoughthey know that, it isdightly different
fromthe language that they speak. Accordingly, the
gpeakersof Darrang, Nagaon, Sonitpur, do not have
any problemin understanding thelanguage of Kamrup.
Again, the Kamrup and Nalbari people do not have
any problemin undersanding thelanguage of Barpeta
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Similarly, the Kamrup and Nalbariya people won't
have any problemin understanding thelanguage of
Goalpara. But, thereisadiscontinuity of two dialects
located intwo different poles. For example, thepeople
of Sivsagar won't find it easy to understand the
language of Goalpara. They won't be able to
understand each and every word.

Lastly, it canbe said that lexicd variation exists
among variousdidectsof Assamese Languages. But,
adidect continuum can be observed anong thevarious
didects. Although, diaect continuumin caseof lexica
termsisobserved only in case of few words, thedialect
continuumin the context of Assam can be seenfrom

Eadt to West or West to East.
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““Don’t take rest
after your first victory

more lips are waiting
to say that

your first victory was
just luck!!t1??

-A. P.J. Abdul Kalam

Because if you fail In second,
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Last Spring

Angkrita Chetia
B.A. 6th Sem., Dept. of English

| remember a child young,
Smiling and free,

Great was her childhood, innocent was the smile.

Going to schooal,

Sipping in the mud,
Playing with friends,
Dancing intherain,
Walking through the woods,

Gave her eternal bliss which are now a thing of

past ...

The hectic schedule of time
Sudy, career, competition
Devoured the glee of the child
Getting nostalgic at her past,
She only wants to go back

and relive her last spring fast.Q

Reglient Women

Rutuja Deori
B.A. 2nd Sem., Dept. of English

She shouted ... She stopped ... She screamed ...
But she was silenced by those demons
by putting their malevolent palms on her mouth.

But she fought ...

She fought till her last breath of life

People called her timid,

But she was strong.

So strong that even her ripped parts, and
even her flesh and blood told ‘her’ of never
giving up her story.

And now is the time,

To fight a war against

brutality and most importantly backward
mentality together;

Sop women Exploitation!
Sop Rape Culture!lQ
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Embracing Death
with a Big Heart and
A Big Smile

Rutuja Deori
B.A. 2nd Sem., English Degpt.

A tribute to the Heroes of our Nation

Another war, another battle!
Battle from swords and gunsis
what we see.

But,

A real battle of emotions,

A battle to win for the country,

A battle to go back to their family
in the next vacation

A battle to survive as a soldier,
son, husband and as a father
isactually fought by them.

Known for sacrificing and facing
anything plus everything for the
honour of their and our motherland;

A soldier always stands straight
by saluting and bestowing
respect towards the National Flag.

Always smiling with a big heart and the same
affectionate warm eyes,

Because he never failsto fulfil his

utmost duty and,

is always ready for embracing death for the
sake of our foremost mother,

i.e.our country...! Q

Degection

Hironmoy Goswami
B.A. 5th Sem., English Dept.

I’mtired of myself,

How much | tried and how much will 1?
I’mtired now.

I’'msorry, I’'msorry for those tears
Shed from my mother’s eyes.

I’m sorry for that ache | have planted in
my father’s soul.

| can’'t move forth any more;

Now my shadow

hates me just like satan hated God.
Smile, which once brought happinessto me,
now pinches me frominside.

I’m a broken soul frominside now.

That dreamwhich | had once was lost
Beforeit began tofly;

I’ m not me any more!

I’m not, what | was before (that cheerful boy)
with a dream to achieve my goals.

It was not my fault nor it was yours,

It was of those, who choke others with
negative Vvives,

who pushed me to take this step. O

5IToie QIR SNEIbAT R035-30



A Summer Mistake
Shyamolima Saikia

Assistant Professor, Dept. of English.

A summer that began with hope

With the heart all set to sow the paddy
With seeds of fulfillment,

Waiting for a good yield

In the long run.

A summer that fuelled the heart
To soar and seek solace

In togetherness and love,

In camaraderie and bonhomie,
Working together under the sun.

A summer that gave

A dream of their desired harvest,
Beaconing prosperity and festivity,
As spirits rose to dance

With the first rains drenching the earth.

Alas! But this summer out of nowhere
Brought in a deluge of gas and oil
Soilt over from a well,

Cascading through the meadow,

And one fine day a sudden blast
Shook the village nearby

Ushering in a massive inferno.

Blithe children,

Cocooned by their mothers,
Women and their men,

Fatigued by the day’s work,

The old and the weak,

All nursed by a soothing sleep...
Jolted all of a sudden by tremors!!
Awake, Astounded and Alarmed
Rushed out, raising a hue and a cry;,
Leaving their belongings,
livestock and dear homes,
Encountering horrific sights,
Began to run not knowing where
Fleeing to save their lives.

Their owners having left,
The herds of cattle wandered homel ess,
Safe and secure no longer

And wondering in dismay

At their plight.

While the roosting avians at the maguri beel
Sartled and helpless,

At the approach of a blazing redl,

Led out a screech in horror

Taking wings for safer shelters.

In the aftermath of this doomed day,
The eyes began to sore
As it traversed the flaming heat

Gulping the houses, the granary and all belongings

And slomy engulfing the paddy fields,
For nothing was left

Except the oil-polluted fields

And the burnt out figments of trees...

Into ashes were the foliage altered,

The familiar chirpings of birds lost,

The mowing of cows unheard,

The laughter of children silenced,

The denizens of the deep

Were now just dead fishes afloat,

On beholding such destruction unleashed,
The heart now could do nothing except bleed
Sending down a gulp in the throat.

This catastrophe,

Like a stone pelted in a sheet of glass
Cracking into tiny bits,

Devastated all hearts.

This summer was a mistake,

For it brought hopelessness

And a betrayal of trust,

For the gods did not hear men’s plea
And brought calamities

To ones already struggling with destiny,
Now the hearts are bereft of any dream,
Survival has become their requiem,

All they can do is to submit in silence
For all hopes have been crushed beneath the feet
Alas, this summer wasn't meant to be...Q

(N.B. Thispoem isdedicated to the victims of the Baghjan Oil well blowout in Tinsukiadistrict of Assam)
Published in the July, 2020 issue of Thelndian Periodical.
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Monge's
In theDarkness

Plabita Phukon
Ex Sudent

There are some places now,

That | can't go to,

But desperately want to.

One place being the enchanted forest,
Me as the butterfly,

With all the coloursof life and smile.

Now; | am the bird

Inthe eggshell,

With some mixed unknown feelings,
In this confined space,

| live, | breathe

Wth no one listening.

| saw the moon,

Initsfull bloom,

Now; | see the moon,
Initseclipse, withered

And, in this darkness,

The bushes in the distance,
That were so green in the day,
Look like monsters,

Coming to me.

In their worst hunger.a

TheDarkness

Pranjal Bezboruah
3 Semester, Dept. of English

There’s some one

Who loves you too much.

Who shares more words with you,
About the moon and the stars.

Where some existing emotion

And feelingsismerged in
Likearolling coail,

With a heart shivering like the breeze

You'll gain freshnesseven if a
Little shine of candle
Kissesyou.

You' |l feel very sad

When the light of the glimmering sun
Pierces the ventilator

And

You may disappear,

But shall not be wiped out.

Onewho divesin
Can comprehend

Its depth
Howintenseitis!
How profound it isia
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Autumn

Debahuti Gogoi
5" Semester, Dept. of English

Yet a perfect little pain always tingles around my heart
Love isindeed a combination of sweet pain,

Blending in emotions of happiness grows right from cracks.
A new colour, new flower, new season

Oh! Sneet Autumn could you please spring again?a

Thelncomplete
L andscape

Jyotirmoy Boruah
5" Semester, Dept. of English

She was trying repeatedly

Defeated enough again internally,
Realized how important it was for her
To fulfill the incomplete |andscape,
She had fallen deeply

She may not be able

Like her father who did it perfectly,
As dreams break sometimes accidently,
Shewishesto do heartily

Not for her own sake,

But as a gift to her father,

She prayed peacefully

Hope shewill!

For shewas trying repeatedly.Q
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